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Abstract:

Most ethicists and Qur’anic exegetes tend to confine fasad (corruption) to a
single category and assign it a uniform evaluative judgment, namely that it is
reprehensible. The present study, with the aim of critiquing this view,
examines the nature of fasad and its derivatives in the Qur’an and addresses
the question: what is the conceptual and evaluative typology of the term fasad
in the Qur’an in light of Shi‘i exegetical perspectives? In the proposed
typology, from a general standpoint, fasad is either related to the agent or to
its object. When related to the agent, it is fundamentally divided into “wise
corruption” and “unwise corruption,” each of which has its own
subcategories. Alternatively, when related to its object, the object of
corruption is either human beings or non-human entities and ontological
realities. In its human dimension, fasad includes corruption of the self and
body, doctrinal corruption, and corruption in human actions. The latter
category is further subdivided into corruption in economic activities, cultural
affairs, religious practices, political affairs, security matters, and ethical
conduct. The outcome of this typology indicates that not all forms of fasad
are evaluatively condemned. Reprehensible corruption is subject to certain
conditions and qualifications, which some types of fasad (such as corruption
in ontological processes or those occurring by divine decree) do not meet and
therefore are not considered blameworthy from an evaluative standpoint. In
the present study, by examining well-known and authoritative Shi‘i
exegetical works such as al-Tibyan, Majma * al-Bayan, al-Mizan, Kanz al-
Dagqga’iq, as well as some contemporary commentaries, the evaluative
judgment of each type of corruption has been presented. The research method
is inferential and analytical-critical, and the data collection method is library-
based.

Keywords: Qur’an; Nature of Corruption; Value of Corruption; Wise
Corruption; Unwise Corruption; Types of Corruption.
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