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Abstract

This article explicates the concept of moral expectation from the perspective
of Gregory Mellema and proceeds to elaborate, develop, and critique it. This
deontological philosopher attempts, through defining and clarifying this
concept, to expand the scope of moral oughts and ought-nots. Accordingly,
in the first part of the article, after distinguishing moral expectation from
predictive expectation and normative expectation, the notion of second-
order expectation is also defined. Subsequently, after presenting three
arguments in support of Mellema’s realist view regarding the nature of
moral expectations, the study analyzes the necessary foundations for
distinguishing between false moral expectations and justified and genuine
ones. An analysis of the origin and source of moral expectations reveals that
they can, in fact, be divided into two general types: obligation-generating
expectations and expectation-generating expectations. Based on the findings
of this article, two conclusions are drawn: first, Mellema’s view aligns more
closely with moral realism than with anti-realism; and second, belief in the
concept of moral expectation can expand the boundaries of morality without
imposing new and stringent obligations.
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1. Individuals, Groups, and Shared Moral Responsibility.
2. Beyond the Call of Duty.

3. Collective Responsibility.

4. Complicity and Moral Accountability.

5. The Expectations of Morality.

6. moral expectation.
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1. Predictive.

2. Normative.

3. Frederick Bird.
4. James Waters.
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1. rules expectations.
2. non moral.

3. hard and fast.

4. Obligatory.
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2. Blameworthiness.
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