I3
.

[ 24
Quarterly Journal of Ethics and Society

Vol .. 1, No. 2, Summer 2026, page 28 -53

Abstract

The present study examines how social ethics is interpreted in the thought
of Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah Yazdi and Mostafa Malekian. It seeks to
answer the question of how these two thinkers understand and explain
social ethics. The study adopts a qualitative approach using thematic
analysis. The data were collected from their published works and selected
statements, and analyzed through three stages of coding, organizing, and
interpretation. The findings show that in Mesbah Yazdi’s thought, “the
religious foundation of moral order” and “social responsibility, justice, and
commitment” constitute the overarching theme of duty-oriented social
ethics, while “preservation of religious authority,” “guided rationality,” and
“stability of religious values” form the overarching theme of preserving the
religious moral order. In Malekian’s thought, “the priority of ethics over
religiosity,” “critical rationality,” and “moral freedom and responsibility”
are organized under the overarching theme of the foundations of social
ethics, whereas “spirituality and the reduction of social suffering,” “ethical
institution-building,” and “rational and spiritual reconstruction of ethics in
society” fall under the overarching theme of realizing social ethics.
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