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Abstract

Post-revolutionary Iranian cinema, as one of the principal institutions for the
production and reproduction of cultural and identity meanings, has played a
pivotal role in redefining the moral boundaries of society. Despite extensive
research on the representation of religious minorities, few studies have
examined the moral system governing these representations and its relationship
to dominant moral discourses. In the present study, with the aim of analyzing
the moral representation of Christians and its relation to the discourse of Ashura,
the feature film The Passion of a Virgin (Seyyed Masoud Atiyabi, 2006) has
been selected as a case study. The theoretical framework of the research rests
on three pillars: Stuart Hall’s theory of representation, the concept of moral
othering, and Norman Fairclough’s three-level model of critical discourse
analysis (description, interpretation, explanation). Data were collected through
repeated viewings of the film, transcription of relevant dialogues, and
discursive coding of key scenes, and were analyzed at the aforementioned three
levels. The findings indicate that by foregrounding virtues such as empathy,
self-sacrifice, loyalty, and tolerance in Christian characters, and by employing
discursive strategies of identification, naturalization, and interdiscursivity, the
film produces a model of the “integrated moral other.” This model represents
Christians not as a “threatening other,” but as moral subjects whose religious
difference is framed in an empathetic manner and rendered compatible with
Ashura-based values. Nevertheless, this acceptance occurs within a controlled
framework and is conditional upon alignment with the dominant moral order;
accordingly, it can be understood as an instance of “conditional moral
tolerance” that contributes to the reproduction of the dominant discourse.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Moral Representation, Integrated
Moral Other, Christians, Post-Revolutionary Iranian Cinema.
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