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Abstract

Social ethics, as one of the important components in understanding
societies, has always attracted the attention of researchers. This study
examines the social ethics of the Bakhtiaris during the Qajar period based
on the travel accounts of Western travelers. The presence of these travelers
in Bakhtiari-inhabited regions, which was accompanied by challenges due
to their difficult accessibility, geographical dispersion, and the nomadic
lifestyle of the Bakhtiari tribe, resulted in the documentation of valuable
observations concerning the customs, traditions, and ethical characteristics
of this community. By posing the fundamental question, “How was the
social ethics of the Bakhtiaris reflected in Qajar-era travel accounts?”, this
study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library-based
sources, particularly European travel accounts, to collect and analyze the
relevant data. The findings indicate that Western travel writers studied the
social life of the Bakhtiaris primarily for political and economic purposes.
In their accounts, they referred to characteristics such as courage,
hospitality, a martial spirit, the status of the family and family bonds, as
well as reprehensible traits within Bakhtiari society. By adopting a critical
perspective toward these sources, this study seeks to provide a more
comprehensive portrayal of the social ethics of the Bakhtiaris during the
Qajar period and to examine the role of travelers in documenting these
characteristics.
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