Quarterly Journal of Ethics and Society
Vol . 1, No. 2, Summer 2026, page 133 -156

Abstract

Wagqf deeds are among the most important historical documents, as they can reveal
not only the legal and economic dimensions of waqf, but also the social and cultural
values and relations of their historical period. The present study aims to identify and
analyze the components of social ethics in the Waqf Deed of the Soltani School
(Chaharbagh School) in Isfahan, one of the most significant endowed institutions of
the Safavid period. The main question of the study is how this document presents
ethics not merely as an individual virtue, but as a set of values and rules governing
relationships, responsibilities, and the administration of the endowment. The study
employs a qualitative approach based on library research and documentary analysis.
To this end, the text of the Waqf Deed of the Soltani School was examined, and
themes related to social ethics were identified and analyzed. The findings indicate
that the waqf deed addresses a range of ethical values and rules concerning
interpersonal relationships, individual responsibilities, and the manner in which the
beneficiaries make use of the benefits of the endowment. The pursuit of knowledge,
trustworthiness, justice in the distribution of benefits, responsibility, and attention to
individuals’ rights and duties are among the most significant components identified.
Accordingly, the Waqf Deed of the Soltani School can be regarded not only as a
legal document but also as a valuable source for understanding the values, ethical
rules, and social relations associated with the institution of waqf during the Safavid
period.
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